([ lives, an - semisreureneny:
\advancmg b7 rs ‘he 'ap
in fairly good"‘"\, )
i-tal: condmon ‘ i
|'terest in his varlous affalrs I‘ol-
* | lowing the biblical injunction he
il “takes a  little  wine.  for 'the
stomach’s sake.” Russell also con-
Lr]butcs to other charities, notably
religious-c ronnccted ‘ones, and whlle
he was being mterv1ewed a ‘‘par-
ishioner” came in for a ‘“forgotten
Christmas present.”” He received
it in the form of folding money. As-
sisting in the several enterprises
are Alexander Gibson (at the fun-
eral thome), Ucy'ward J}anks and
Ind Woodward A

An ardent bao(,ball fan fro:m
1923 until travel become too- dif-
ficult for him, Russell rarely miss-
ed a World Series when the games
were played in New York and he
frequently =~ secured  tickets for
friends. His favorite clubs were the
old Giants, the Bloéklyn Dodgers
and the Yankees.

Other holdings fmmerly owned
by the longtime funeral dlrector In-
clude two South: Congress 'street
stores ‘which ‘eurrently house a
cale, poolroom  and ‘barbershop.
This pxoperty was Trecently ‘pur-
chascd for ‘a replitcd '$40,000 by
Bmt W. King, proprietor of an
apphanw tv and radio center, a
jewelry and furniture. and ‘the own-
er of other bysiness interests.

Aged Negress .

 Earns Reward
o SRl Lese

Margaret Goings, 99, Oldest Per-!
son In Fairfield County, Dies
At Home Of Daughter.

CLED L

Margaret Goings, (colored) who
Was in her ninety-ninth year, and
who | had ‘lived in Winnsboro and
vicinity practically her entire life,
died at the home of her daughter,
Katie Emerson on last Thursday

cever since. He was married to the

late Jessie DeWese, who died a-
© bout a year ago. f
Young Russell enrolled in  the
. then rather ill-equipped and under-
staffed local schools and later at-
tended Johnson C. Smith Univer-
sity in Charlotte for a brief period.
e worked for the Pullman Com-
pany five years before returning to
Winnsboro to pursue varied busi-
ness mtcrests ‘where hc has lived
ver since.

In addition to some farm lands,

amount of property, The Russell
uneral Home and ambulance ser-
vice is operated from a building
on South Vanderhorst Street and

ad]accnt to it is a mlodest residence

| 25l W KT AR AmAnTiatiAT | inRK

he has accumulated a substantial

about noon and was buried on Sun-
day. She came here as a girl of
13 from Virginia, ‘where she and
‘her mother were sold as’ slaves,
and became the property of the
well known Emmett Ellison who
lived on a large plantation north
of Winnsboro. ‘“Ma’m Margaret”
‘was a.well known figure in Winns-
boro where she was a practical
nurse ..for a number of years. She
‘had many friends among both rac-
‘es, and was known for her up-
-rightness, honesty and inte frlty
She was the oldest person living

in Wmnsboro, and probably one of
[tfhe oldest in the -~ County. Her‘
passing marks that of those good.
old time darkies whose day 1#‘
nearly over. Up to several weeks -

ago she had retained all of her fa- '
“haat finally the 1hf11‘ml{'¢l§
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In Salisbury, N. C.

Winnsboro Ma

17

Outside view of [Mitchell’s

The picture belongs to T. W. Ruff, Jr.

n ggens Funeral Home

Funeral Service showing

"ambulance and family car.

A. L. Mitchell, son of Allen C.
Mitchell, longtime janitor of the
Fairfield county courthouse, and

the late Carrie L. Glenn Mitchell,

business in Salisbury, N. C. A na-
tive of Winnsbore, he was grad-
uated from Fairfield County Train-
ing School, A Livingston College of
Salisbury and the Atlanta College
of Mortuary Science in Atlanta, Ga.

'Associated in business with him
1s his wife, Naomi Shuford Mitchell,'
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. C.

Shuford of Granite Quarry, N. C.
She is, a graduate of Granite Quar-

ry High School, Livingston College
and, has done graduate work at,
North, Carolina. College in .Durham‘,’
The Mitchells are active in church
work and’ belong to a number of]|
business and fraternal organiza-'l
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The; subject of this sketch’ was|
born 14" miles north of 'Chester, S.
C., a slave, the property of Mrs.
Rebecca Nance for whom through!
the flow of 86 years he has treas-;
ured a respéct and affection for!
the Christian chay. ted and human
sympathy 'that was the ideal re-
lation betwden Mistress and slave
before emancipation. |

In 1870, he began school life un-|
der Mr. Loomas, a northern white,
man, who taught him his abe’s and
under whom he learned to read and
spell from the old blue back spel-
ling book. He next went to Biddle
University, Charlotte, N. C. where
he remained undej the instruction
of the faculty, particularly Dr.
Mattoon, for four years. At Biddle
'he was licensed+to preach the Gos-
|pel. : ‘
| He commenced to preach in 1875.
|He began teaching in the negro
'school at Blackstock, S. C. the same
year (1875), succeeding Mr. Chris-.

191%
NOT SO LONG AGO — T. W. Ruff stands in front of a 1946 hearse, which Ruftiopohier: Elder,' s vihite; man;’ Hers
Motor Company ordered for the late Alexander Russell (standing, far left). ;
hearse, which resembled an elongated

Thdhe began to show his ability as an
’46 Ford car, is said to have been the onlyinstructor of youth and the three
one ever ordered through a local company. Mr. Russell was owner of Russellgreat qualities of a servant of the
Funeral Home, now Russell-McCutchen.

Lord: namely, purity “of heart,
humility of nature and unselfish-
ness of character. J

The first' has ‘enabled him all
through his 86 years to envision

God 'in, his greatness, his wisdom

and his providence and mercy.
The second has enabled him to

merit the respect of the white race

as well as the veneration of the

colored race. RN

The third has put upon him the
seal of approval of both God and|
man and, causes generation after!
generation iof negroes to call his
name’ blessed.

In 1882, in his 33rd year he mar-
ried Mary J. Watts, aged 20, who!
still survives as a benign and bless-
ing, through the half century of
their useful wedded life; he .as
principal and she as assistant
teacher in the Blackstock Colored
School. ‘ | %

On account of age they both have
retired from teaching. In apprecia-
tion of his usefulness and the high
type of negro citizenship he has
ever displayed the white trustees
of the School District have named
the School for "Colored children
“The Russell School.” It stands
just across the railroad from the
White Baptist church in Black-
stock, a monument to his unassum-
ing, gentle nobleness of character|
as a citizen of the negro race.

The late Rev. J. A, White, Asso-
ciate Reformed Presbyterian min-
ister, made this remark of him once,
“I feel no shame or hesitation in
referring to him as Mr. Russell.
Blessed are the pure in heart for
they 'shall see God.”

Benjamin Russell and his wife
live onia farm of 40 acres east of
Blackstock, venerated for their age,
respected for thely virtues; regard-

ced with affection by their neigh-
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